
year. 

 I hope you enjoy 

this issue as well as our 

new format. If there are 

any suggestions or con-

cerns please feel free to 

drop a note in the box out-

side of Ms. Roger’s class-

room! Karalyne Rubino, 

Melissa Shaw and I are 

very excited to be your 

editors this year and would 

like to thank you in ad-

vance for your support. I 

hope you had a wonderful 

Thanksgiving and God 

bless you! 

 

Sincerely, 

Alexandra Bode   

Letter from the Editor 

 The month of No-

vember has never seemed 

so hectic. Between home-

work, after school activi-

ties, college applications, 

sleep, friends and family it 

may seem as if our school 

newspaper has been forgot-

ten. But trust me, the edi-

tors, the staff writers and 

Ms. Rogers (our new mod-

erator) have not forgotten!  

We simply got off to a 

slow start this year as Veri-

tas decided to go green, as 

well as open up our news-

paper to a wider audience 

by publishing online. Veri-

tas is a word used often at 

Rosary High School. Its 

meaning, truth, represents 

our school and our newspa-

per well. This issue, as well 

as those to come, is filled 

with the truth about Ro-

sary, the truth about our 

community and the truth 

about our world.  

 As you read this 

issue you will be intro-

duced to reoccurring col-

umns as well as those that 

are issue specific. One col-

umn we have this year is 

called ‘E²’. The name for 

this came from its writers, 

Elizabeth Kneble and 

Elizabeth Wall. In this is-

sue ‘E²’ consists of three 

“How To” articles; but, as 

you will quickly learn, 

each issue will contain 

something a little different. 

Although this column will 

feature a variety of differ-

ent things, you are always 

guaranteed a good laugh!  

 Another column 

you will see is a ‘College 

Spotlight.’ This is designed 

to introduce a variety of 

colleges to girls because 

we know the college proc-

ess is a tough one. ‘Behind 

the Podium’ is similar to a 

column we did in the past 

where different teachers 

were interviewed for each 

issue. But this year, as the 

title suggests, we are ask-

ing faculty members ques-

tions that will allow stu-

dents to see them as more 

than simply teachers.  

 Rosary, since it’s 

founding in 1962, has sent 

thousands of well-educated 

women into the world, but 

where are they now? 

‘Where Can You Find a 

Rosary Girl?’ is a column 

focused on just that. You 

will find this article, and 

many others, throughout 

this first issue of Veritas 

for the 2011-2012 school 

Letter From The Editor  
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Behind The Podium  

Penn State Scandal  

 With their university 

president and head football coach 

both fired in one day, students, 

alumni, and fans of Penn State 

University were shocked. Joe 

Paterno, the head coach for sixty-

one years, was fired on November 

9, 2011 due to a sex scandal that 

has been in the making for fifteen 

years. Former defensive coach 

Jerry Sandusky, now sixty-seven, 

retired in the year 1999. He was a 

coach loved by his team and fans, 

but not even his family new his 

secret: he used his camp for boys 

called “The Second Mile” to be-

friend and sexually assault young 

boys. Sandusky still had access to 

all of the Penn State facilities, and 

more than half of his forty accused 

assaults took place in the sports’ 

facility at Penn State. Reportings 

of sexual abuse came up as early 

as 1998, but cases were either 

never brought to the police or 

were dropped after a warning. In 

2002, a graduate assistant football 

coach, Mike McQueary, even 

walked into a locker room to see 

Sandusky assaulting a ten-year-old 

boy and did not go to the authori-

ties. McQueary reported this event 

to Head Coach Joe Paterno, who 

then told Athletic Director Tim 

Curley, who then notified Gary 

Schultz, senior vice president for 

finance at Penn State. Why this 

was never brought to the authori-

ties is the reason for these men 

losing their jobs. Finally, in 2008, 

the authorities launched an investi-

gation after more reportings of 

sexual abuse. On November 5, 

2011, Sandusky was arrested on 

40 criminal accounts. If found 

guilty of all of them, he will re-

main in jail for eight hundred 

years. 

What inspired you to 
teach social studies? 

I was inspired to teach so-
cial studies by a few favor-
ite college teachers, and I 
love history. 

What do you like about 
teaching at an all girls 
school?  

At an all girls school, girls 
can focus on their studies 
without the distraction of 
boys,  making for a lot less 
drama for everyone! 

Where did you grow up? 

I grew up in Chicago and 
the south suburban area. 

What are some of your 
hobbies? 

 I like to hike, go bicycling, 
and garden. 

What is your favorite 
food? 

My favorite food is pizza 

(pepperoni) 

If you could travel any-
where where would you 
go? 

If I could travel anywhere, 
I would like to go to New 
Zealand, which is supposed 
to be an amazing place. 

What would you be if 
ÙÏÕ ×ÅÒÅÎȭÔ Á ÔÅÁÃÈÅÒȩ 

If I wasn't a teacher, I 
would probably still be a 
social worker, which I was 
for about 13 years. 

What is your favorite 
Thanksgiving tradition? 

My favorite Thanksgiving 
tradition is going to my 
ÂÒÏÔÈÅÒȭÓ ÈÏÕÓÅ ÁÎÄ ÓÐÅÎÄȤ
ing time with my nieces 
and nephews, and organiz-
ing our Christmas grab 
bag. 

 

We know she is a new 
teacher and she teaches 
U.S. Government and Soci-
ology, but have you ever 
wondered who Ms. Iffland 
really is? Here are some 
questions that might help 
you better understand 
who is really behind the 
podium. 

Where did you teach 
before you came to Ro-
sary High School? 

I did my student teaching, 
and was a substitute at 
Mother McAuley H.S, in 
Chicago, and then taught 
for eight years at Mount 
Assisi Academy in Lemont. 

What was your first im-
pression of Rosary High 
School? 

My first impression of Ro-
sary was that it was a very 
open and welcoming 
school. 

V E R I T A S  

By: Kelsey Arnold 

ñMy first im-
pression of 
Rosary was 
that it was a 
very open 

and welcom-
ing school.ò 

By: Melissa Shaw  

ñ...fans of 

Penn State 

University 

were 

shocked.ò 



SPORTS NEWS 
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 Sports this fall have been 

very successful for the Rosary Roy-

als. A big congratulations to Kara 

Kalisz for being the first Rosary 

cross country runner to attend 

State! Kalisz placed seventy-fourth 

with a time of eighteen minutes and 

fifty secondsð a personal best. We 

also congratulate the Rosary Beads 

for placing first in Sectionals. Kate 

Canfield, Erin Hart, Molly Coonce, 

Grace Miller, Sarah Sykstus, Rachel 

Burke, Katherine Hare, Emily Lau-

ner, and Taylor Harris  qualified for 

State where they placed third as a 

team.  This win was especially ex-

citing for 

the 

Beads as 

it was 

the first 

time in 

school 

history 

that they 

placed in 

every 

event at the State level, including 

diving! Grace Miller is the first 

diver in Rosary history to receive a 

State medal.   

 As winter rolls around 

the girlsõ basketball teams have had 

a successful start. The freshmen 

had their first tournament in Niles 

and now hold a record of 3-0. Both 

the Sophomore and the Varsity 

teams played their first games 

against IMSA, and both came out 

with a win!  

 We would also like to 

wish our indoor soccer team good 

luck this season. Keep up the great 

work, ladies! 

abroad anywhere from Thailand to 

Germany. Saint Louis University 

even has a SLU campus in Madrid! 

Saint Louis University has a multi-

tude of exciting activities both on and 

off campus to take part in but at its 

core it is a place that creates leaders to 

go out and change the world with a 

focus on service and academics. If 

you are still wondering what a Bil-

liken is, it is SLU’s 100- year-old 

mascot. The Billiken is a good-luck 

figure who represents "things as they 

ought to be." The designer of the 

Billiken was Florence Pretz, a Mis-

souri art teacher and illustrator who 

patented her "design for an image" of 

the jovial creature in 1908. The Bil-

liken was manufactured in the early 

1900s as a bank and statuette and was 

the national rage for about six 

months. Everybody had one and was 

buying them for everyone else some-

what like the modern pillow pet. 

It is believed that Pretz found the  

name Billiken in a poem by the Cana-

dian poet Bliss Carman and gave the 

name to her patented design, which 

she sold to the Billiken Company of 

Chicago. The uniting of SLU and the 

Billiken seems to have happened 

sometime between 1910 and 1911 at 

the height of Billiken-mania but ex-

actly how is still under debate. One 

story reports that a St. Louis sports 

writer decided that Bender resembled 

a Billiken. Later, a cartoonist drew a 

caricature of the coach in the form of 

a Billiken and posted it in the window 

of a drugstore. The football team soon 

became known as “Bender’s Billik-

ens.” Then the name spread to all the 

other sports teams. Being a Billiken 

goes far beyond the mascot though. A 

Billiken means knowing how to fit in 

with a crowd but still stand out in his 

Saint Louis University is a Catholic, 

Jesuit University ranked among the 

top research institutions in the nation. 

Founded in 1818, it is the oldest uni-

versity west of the Mississippi River 

and the second oldest Jesuit Univer-

sity in the United States.  Saint Louis 

University stresses service and leader-

ship. It is especially know for its 

medical and aviation programs. Saint 

Louis University is a medium school 

in a big city. With about 8,400 under-

graduate students, it still has the cam-

pus fell while is surrounded by the 

bustling city of Saint Louis. One of 

the  attractions that Saint Louis has to 

offer are the arch or the “Gateway to 

the West” which is a 630 ft tall struc-

ture that can give you a bird’s eye 

view of the city if you dare to travel 

to the top. Saint Louis also has many 

museums, a zoo, great shopping, and 

exciting sports. They even have a 

museum called the City Museum 

which is a wonderland for “big kids,” 

with seven- story slides, jungle gyms, 

and mazes. Saint Louis does not limit 

you to exploring Saint Louis though. 

There are many opportunities to study 

What Does It Mean To Be A Billiken? 

By: Kayla Gomez  

By: Kelsey Arnold  
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Where The Road Could Kiss The Sky 

It's all they've got, 

That plan they've made- 

And too soon lost, 

The price they pay. 

The fateful cost 

Of day to day. 

 

For Life, lived in a single frame 

Should prove to lead, not man astray, 

But plan astray. 

And plan they may, 

Sweet dreams upon a hill. 

 

Breezes, cool and crisp and clear, 

Breathe hope and prospects in the 
air. 

The men in silence, so sincere, 

As they pray before they rest. 

One thing they take, from there to 
here, 

From one place to the next, 

Is a target, so sharp and square, 

It surely can't be missed. 

 

Each one is planning life anew, 

Not like the plans that go askew. 

These plans will work- oh yes, they 
will! 

Sweet dreams upon a hill. 

V E R I T A S  

By: Grace Petry  

Upon the grass, upon the clouds, 

Where road could kiss the sky; 

Upon the hill which knows no 
doubts, 

A man learns how to fly. 

 

His wings, outspread, his eyes 
are proud, 

His heart remains unbound. 

And day and night 

His pride ignites, 

Though his feet are on the 
ground. 

For in this site, 

None could deny, 

That peace is what he found. 

 

He did not plan 

To own the land, 

Or even to be seen. 

But his two hands, 

Red, rough, and tanned, 

Had crafted victory. 

 

The only plan 

For this old man 

Was simply to be free. 

And forever free, he'll be. 



Fun Facts: Do You Really Know What Youõre Eating? 
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¶ Turkeys have heart at-

tacks. When the Air Force 

was conducting test runs and 

breaking the sound barrier, 

fields of turkeys would drop 

dead. 
¶ Turkeys can drown if 

they look up when it is rain-

ing. 
¶ Turkeys spend the night 

in trees. They fly to their 

roosts around sunset. 
¶ Turkeys fly to the ground 

at first light and feed until 

mid-morning. Feeding re-

sumes in mid-afternoon. 
¶ Gobbling starts before 

sunrise and can continue 

through most of the morning. 
¶ A spooked turkey can 

run at speeds up to 20 miles 

per hour. They can also burst 

into flight approaching 

speeds between 50-55 mph in 

a matter of seconds. 
¶ Benjamin Franklin 

wanted the national bird to 

be a turkey. 

¶ A female turkey is called 

a hen; a male turkey is called 

a tom. 
¶ A mature turkey has 

3,500 feathers. 
90% of Americans eat turkey 

on Thanksgiving. 
 
SOURCE: Aristotle’s 

Thanksgiving on the Web 

Spice Cookies 

1 1/3 cup all- purpose flour 

1 teaspoon baking soda 

½ teaspoon ground cinnamon 

½ teaspoon ground ginger 

¼ teaspoon ground cloves 

¼ teaspoon salt 

½ cup firmly packed brown 

sugar 

 

drenõs books! This has become a 

contest for art students, the winner 

will have their book read to the 

local private schools in our area! 

The beautiful art creations can be 

seen in the glass showcases outside 

of the cafeteria. Art 4 Honorõs 

most recent project is showing off 

their reflection skills. These works 

will soon be filling up the hallways! 

The Art girls also helped create 

decorative masks for Rosaryõs pro-

duction of òOnce on this Is-

land>ò The Art room is always 

full of girls putting the final 

touches on their projects, help-

ing out Mrs. Ahasic, or keeping all 

of the supplies in order. Art is great 

place to not only make wonderful 

works of art, but it is a place to 

make great friends here at Rosary! 

Keep your eyes and ears open  for 

more great news from Rosaryõs Art 

department!  

 Even though we are not 

far into the school year, our Rosary 

studentõs art work is decorating 

our hallways and making Rosary a 

beautiful art gallery. Our Art pro-

gram has helped create many tal-

ented artist. This year our fresh-

men seem to be bringing even 

more talent into our art commu-

nity. The advanced Art classes have 

been preparing to illustrate Mrs. 

Ruddyõs creative writing classõ chil-

Coloring Our World 

Holiday Recipe  

ñBenjamin 

Franklin 

wanted the 

national bird 

to be a 

turkey.ò 
By: Karly Whittington 

2 tablespoons molasses 

1 large egg white 

¼ cup granulated sugar 

¼ cup stick margarine, softened 

2 tablespoons molasses 

1 large egg white 

¼ cup granulated sugar 

¶ Preheat oven to 375Ě 

¶ Combine first 6 ingredients in a bowl, and stir well. Set aside. Place 

brownsugar, margarine, molasses, and egg white in a food proces-
sor, and process until blended. Adddry ingredients to food proces-
sor, and process until blended, scraping sides of processor bowl 

once. Gently press mixture into a ball; wrap in plastic wrap. Chill 2 
hours. 

¶ Shape dough into 40 (3/4-inch) balls. Place granulated sugar in a 
bowl. Dip balls in cold water; shake to remove excess moisture. 

Roll wet balls in sugar. Place 3 inches apart on a baking sheet. Bake 

at 375Ě for 10 minutes. Remove from pan; let cool on a wire rack. 



We would like to congratulate both Senior Megan Halles and Senior Alex 

Plotz on their achievements in the Miss Illinois Teen USA pageant. In this 

pageant, Megan won an award for her outstanding evening gown and 

Alex has been crowned the 2012 Miss Illinois Teen USA. When asked to 

comment on her spectacular success Alex was more than excited! 

How long have you been competing in pageant and what got you interested in 

participating? 

This was only my second pageant. My first was last yearõs Miss Illinois Teen USA, but I did not 

place or win any titles. That just encouraged me to try again because of the experience I had dur-

ing my first pageant.  

How much time did you put into preparing for the pageant?  

I have been preparing since the week after last yearõs pageant because after having such a great experience I realized this was 

something I want to do. I have been shopping, practicing, working on my interview questions, getting in shape, and walking in those 

killer high heels for months.  

How did you end up competing in Miss Illinois Teen USA? 

I received a flyer in the mail two years ago that advertised this particular pageant and my mom and I thought it was something I 

should try. I ended up loving it so much last year that I decided to compete again this year!  

What categories did you have to compete in during the Miss Illinois Teen USA competition? 

The pageant has three categories; interview, swimsuit, and evening gown. You have a three minute interview on Friday, preliminar-

ies on Saturday for everyone, and then on Sunday the judges cut the group down to a top fifteen. The top fifteen then competes in 

swimsuit and evening gown competitions. Then the top five girls are picked and asked to answer an on-stage final question. The 

judges then deliberate and determine the rank from fourth runner up to the winner of the pageant! 

What did it feel like when it was announced that you had won the pageant? 

I was in complete shock when they announced that I was the new Miss Illinois Teen USA 2012! I was honestly just happy to have 

made the top fifteen, so going all the way to the top was quite exciting! 

What prizes have you received along with your wonderful title of Miss Illinois Teen USA? 

I won a couple of modeling photo shoots, a scholarship to Lindenwood College, a free customized evening gown for the Miss Teen 

USA pageant, a free year of dental work, free makeup, diamond jewelry, TONS of handbags, gift certificates to jewelry, shoe, 

and dress stores, and so much more! It is amazing to see what they provide for the winners! I also get to compete in the 

Miss Teen USA pageant!  

When and where will the Miss Teen USA take place? 

Miss Teen USA takes place in the Bahamas. The official dates have not been determined yet but it will likely be in either July 

or early August. 

You are clearly living out your dreams, what would you like to tell other Rosary students about fol-

lowing their dreams? 

I believe that everyone should continue to try and do what they really want to do! People told me that because I didnõt place 

last year that I was crazy to try again. I didnõt listen and to my own surprise I won. If you work hard and set your mind to 

something, you can achieve your dreams. 

Is there anything else you would like to tell our readers?  

I would like to encourage all Rosary students to try something new and different because you never know if you will succeed 

unless you try. The pageant was a wonderful way for me to try something new and achieve my goals. I have been able to 

make many new friends and create lasting memories throughout my pageant experience and I encourage all of you to do 

the same in your own special way.  

Rosary Students Make Their Mark in the Pageant World! 

P A G E  6  R O S A R Y  H I G H  S C H O O L  

òI would like to 

encourage all 

Rosary students 

to try 

something new 

and different 

because you 

never know if 

you will 

succeed unless 

you try. ò 

- Alex Plotz 

2012 Miss  

Illinois Teen! 

Megan won an award for 

her outstanding 

evening gown. 



or your legs! WOOHOO! Good job 

my friend! 

How to Close your Eyes 

If you cannot get this the first time, do 

not give up! 

Step One: Gently close your eyelids. 

Step Two: Keep them closed. 

Step Three: Done. 

How to Milk a Goat 

Step One: Firmly grasp the goatõs left 

most forefront udder. 

Step Two: Pull in a downward motion 

towards a METAL bucket below the 

udder. (Plastic buckets will frighten the 

goat.) 

Step Three: A stream of milk will 

shoot into the bucket. Separate the 

milk and the water in the bucket. 

Step Four: Bring the milk to a Grade 

A Factory (or nearby farmer) and pet 

the goat gently. 

 

How to Get On a Roof without 

Using Arms or Legs 

Have you ever just been sitting and 

thought to yourself, òI want to try to 

get up on my roof without using my 

arms or legsó? Well here is my fool-

proof, sure-fire, 103%, absolute way to 

accomplish your new goal: 

Step One: Remove your arms and legs 

(if removing appendages is not an op-

tion duct tape them to your sides). 

Step Two: Fling your body onto the 

nearest trampoline (does not have to 

be your own). This will ricochet you 

onto the roof. 

Step Three: Attempt to lay flat on the 

roof without making any sudden move-

ments or loud noises (do not roll off 

the roof like a hotdog). 

Step Four: Prop yourself upright on 

the roof using the bone structure of 

your left femur (CAUTION: DO NOT FALL 

OFF THE ROOF). 

Step Five: Look at the world from the 

top of your roof without your arms or 

legs. 

Step Six: You have successfully got up 

on your roof without using your arms 

E² by Elizabeth Knebel and Elizabeth Wall 

 The magic of our hog-walkathon may be over, but the magic of Harry Potter will live on forever thanks 

to Team Starkid’s YouTube creations. Bonnie Gruesen, a 2006 Rosary grad, portrayed Hermione Granger in 

the musical parodies, “A Very Potter Musical” and “A Very Potter Sequel”. What started as a low-budget, stu-

dent-written show, quickly became an Internet phenomenon. Gruesen graduated from The University of Michi-

gan in 2010 with her BFA in Theatre Performance—it was at U of M that the shows were created and per-

formed. She commented on their quick rise to fame, “We should have realized that once we put AVPM on the 

Internet, someone bedsides a cast member, would notice it!” Because of the catchy music, hilarious script, and 

an extremely relatable story, the shows quickly gained popularity. 

 Bonnie admits to being recognized in public, but it doesn’t happen as often as you may think-- only 

when there is a concentrated group of teens present! She’ll take pictures, sign autographs, and hear plenty of 

“OMGs!” I asked Ms. Gruesen if she would be surprised to see herself and college friends on the same lockers 

she once used. “Well, one, I would be shocked that they allow anything on the outside of your lookers, and, two

-- that’s crazy!” 

 Bonnie is currently writing and directing sketch comedy shows at Steel Beam Theatre in St. Charles. 

Over the summers, she teaches improv and stage combat intensives with SBT. She is a voice over actor with 

Stewart Talent Agency in Chicago, and has done voice overs for Walmart, Merry Maids, Giant Eagle, Always, 

and several Vtech toys. Bonnie is also a Producer and Talent Director for Outside da Box, a Catholic non-for-

profit that makes short films for teens. She loves the fact that she can combine what she loves with her faith. 

God is the most important thing in her life, and with 20,000 followers on twitter, she wants to use her Harry 

Potter “fame” to show her fans how awesome God can be! 

Where Can You Find a Rosary Girl?  Katelyn Jassoy 


